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Avvaiyar Award 
 

The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu honored Yasoda 
Shanmugasundaram, former Vice-Chancellor of Mother Teresa 
Women's University, with the Avvaiyar Award for her significant 
contributions to women's empowerment. 

Purpose:  

➢ It recognizes outstanding contributions by women in various fields. 
➢ These fields include social reform, women's development, communal harmony, and 

service to the Tamil language. 

 
 
 

Mahila Samriddhi Yojana (MSY) 
 

The Mahila Samriddhi Yojana (MSY) is a scheme with variations across India, aiming to 
empower women, particularly those from economically weaker 
sections. 
 
Purpose:  

• The core objective is to provide financial assistance and 
promote self-employment opportunities for women.    
 

• It seeks to improve the economic and social standing of 
women, especially those from marginalized communities. 

 

 

World Sustainable Development Summit 2025 
 

Organizer:  

• The summit is organized by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). 

Location:  

• The 24th edition of the summit took place from March 
2025, in New Delhi, India, at the India Habitat Centre. 

Theme:  

• The theme for WSDS 2025 was "Partnerships for 
Accelerating Sustainable Development and Climate 
Solutions." 
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SE2000 semi-cryogenic engine 

The SE2000 semi-cryogenic engine is a significant development by the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) aimed at enhancing its launch capabilities. 

Purpose:  

➢ It's designed to power the booster stages of 
ISRO's future heavy-lift launch vehicles, 
increasing their payload capacity.    
 

➢ It will be used in ISRO's Next Generation Launch 
Vehicle (NGLV) and is planned to be used to 
enhance the LVM3. 

Significance:  

• The SE2000 engine is crucial for ISRO's future space exploration programs, including 
human spaceflight missions like Gaganyaan. 

Gandiva  missile 

The Gandiva missile is the newly renamed Astra Mk-III, 
a next-generation beyond visual range (BVR) air-to-air missile 
developed by India's Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO).    

➢ It's designed to significantly enhance the Indian Air 
Force's (IAF) aerial combat capabilities. 
 

➢ Range: Up to 340 km at high altitudes (20 km) and 190 km at lower altitudes (8 km). 
 

➢ The Gandiva missile significantly boosts India's air defense and offensive capabilities. 
 

 

 

➢ FIFA has taken action to remove Russia, Congo, and Pakistan from the 2026 Football 
World Cup, as a result of different controversies." 
 

➢ Bengaluru City University will be renamed after Dr. Manmohan Singh, marking the first 
time an Indian institution has been given his name, as announced by the Karnataka 
government.  
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